Spinal Epidural Hematoma Associated with Epidural Metastasis After Minor Trauma.
Spinal epidural hematoma associated with epidural metastasis is very rare. Epidural hematoma is unusual in itself, and metastatic epidural tumors do not commonly occur. A 76-year-old man with a medical history of untreated stage III rectal cancer and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease underwent emergency spine surgery for acute development of severe quadriplegia due to cervical epidural hematoma after minor indirect trauma. Hemorrhagic lesions, such as yellow ligaments, were accompanied by hematomas that adhered to the dura mater and were confirmed on pathology to be small cell carcinoma. Some nodules were detected in the right pulmonary hilar lesion and pleural lesion on computed tomography, and stage IV small cell carcinoma was diagnosed. To our knowledge, spinal epidural hematoma accompanied by epidural metastasis has not previously been reported. We hypothesized that tissue invasion of malignant neoplasms may cause hemorrhagic conditions. The presence of a tumor should therefore be considered in the differential diagnosis of cases of epidural hematoma.